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HILL AVENUE ACADEMY 
English Policy 

 
At Hill Avenue Academy the teaching, learning, achievements, attitudes and well-being of all our 
children are important. We believe that the English curriculum prepares all pupils to lead an enriched, 
fulfilling life by teaching the skills they need to communicate effectively and confidently with others, 
using the spoken and written word. We recognise the central importance of English, as a subject in its 
own right, and as the most cohesive area of learning. Gaining and using skills in language not only 
affects the child’s progress in school, but also has a profound influence upon the course of his or her 
whole life. We aim to develop pupils’ abilities within an integrated programme of Speaking & 
Listening, Reading & Writing. Pupils will be given opportunities to develop their use, knowledge and 
understanding of spoken and written English within a broad and balanced curriculum, with 
opportunities to consolidate and reinforce taught literacy skills. We aim to promote a life-long love of 
reading which develops their cultural, emotional and intellectual awareness so they can participate 
fully in the world around them. 
 

INTENT 
Hill Avenue Academy aims to: 

 promote a positive attitude to reading, writing, speaking and listening.  

 develop children’s ability to become confident users of language, both oral and written.  

 value language from other countries and cultures.  

 ensure children have access to a broad, balanced and creative English curriculum.  

 provide clear and consistent teaching throughout the school.  

 communicate the school policy on English to all staff, Governors, parents and other interested 
parties.  

 enable children to use a range of independent strategies to take responsibility for their own 
learning including self-monitoring and correcting their own errors. 

 develop a love of reading and a desire to read for enjoyment 

 embed an interest in words and their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary in relation 
to grammatical terminology 

 develop children’s understanding a range of text types, media types and genres. 

 enable children to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to the situation 

 Upskill children’s creativity, imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness 

 Enhance suitable technical vocabulary to respectfully articulate their responses in any 
discussion. 

 Promote English skills across all aspects of the school’s curriculum.  
 

IMPLEMENTATION 
 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 
 
At Hill Avenue we strive for excellence in all areas of the English curriculum in order to provide 
children with the right skillset for the future.  
 
SCHEMES OF WORK 
 
Our teaching and learning follows and exceeds Statutory requirements for English as laid out in the 
National Curriculum in England: English Programmes of Study – Key Stages 1 and 2 (2014) and in 
the Communication and Language and Literacy sections of the Statutory Framework for the Early 
Years Foundation Stage (2017).   
 
In the Foundation Stage (Reception), children are given opportunities to:  

 Speak and listen and represent ideas in their activities;  

 Use communication, language and literacy in every part of the curriculum;  

 Become immersed in a language rich environment.  
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At Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2) children are given opportunities to:  

 Learn to speak confidently and listen to what others have to say.  

 Learn to read and write independently and with enthusiasm.  

 Learn to use language to explore their own experiences and imaginary worlds.  
 
At Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6) children are given opportunities to:  

 Learn to change the way they speak and write to suit different situations, purposes and 
audiences.  

 Read a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetic texts and respond to different layers of meaning 
in them.  

 Explore the use of language in literary and non-literary texts and learn how the structure of 
language works (using grammatical terminology). 

 
WEEKLY ENGLISH JOURNEY - WRITING 
 
At Hill Avenue Academy, we are committed to the delivery of excellence in the teaching of English. 

We aim for each child to be able to read with fluency, understanding and enjoyment and to be able to 

communicate effectively both orally and in written form to any given audience. These skills are 

essential foundations for literacy development and the effective teaching of English will offer 

opportunities to promote these skills across the curriculum. In order to meet our commitment to 

excellence in English, each class will spend at 7.5 hours each week on direct English teaching. The 

structure of each lesson and the journey of English across the week enables all aspects of the 

National Curriculum for English to be taught; lessons are uniquely planned and tailored to meet the 

needs of all our learners.  

The following shows how English is taught in EYFS: 

We engage in high quality adult-child interactions to encourage, support and extend children’s speech 

and language development. We promote an ethos where listening to children’s ideas and feelings is 

important, where books are treated with respect and excited anticipation, and where children’s 

attempts at mark making and early writing are valued and encouraged. Children’s early reading is 

supported through enjoyable, fun learning opportunities from “Floppy Phonics” as shown in our 

Phonics Policy. We ensure that they have daily experience of action rhymes, songs and stories. We 

have a print rich environment with signs for children to read and an attractive book corner that houses 

a good range of stories, poetry and non-fiction books. Children are able to interact and recreate 

stories with props such as Story Sacks, puppets. We model the process of reading and writing for 

children. For example, when preparing for the following day is cooking activity we read the recipe and 

write a shopping list together for the ingredients we need. Swirling ribbons on sticks, painting with 

decorators’ brushes outside and stirring mixtures in cooking are amongst the learning opportunities to 

help develop children’s shoulder and arm movements for writing. Fine motor skills and hand eye co-

ordination are encouraged through such learning opportunities as finger rhymes, bead threading, 

pouring in the water tray and using tweezers to pick up small items. Opportunities for mark making 

are provided in the sensory trays. The children can access a well-equipped writing table to encourage 

their emergent writing. 

The following is an example of what a weekly journey would entail at Hill Avenue for KS1 and KS2: 

 Monday – Comprehension/Understanding of genre being taught for the week. This will involve 

collaborative and independent learning, which allows children to be immersed in their genre 

for the week and to better understand features and structure of the chosen text. This will be 

the foundation for the week’s writing journey.  

 Tuesday – Word Level (Spellings) or Text level (KS2). This will involve children accessing 

learning around their week’s text which will build up to the skill’s required to write using the 

structure/layout corresponding to the genre of the week.  
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 Wednesday – Sentence Level (SPAG). This will involve further teaching of the genre for the 

week as well as incorporating Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar skills that will be 

embedded into the main learning of the day.  

 Thursday – Plan. This will involve children gathering their ideas for the week, immersing their 

creativity, and learning into preparing their extended writing. In order to teach children the 

value of planning, they will be taught to plan different genres in a range of different ways.  

 Friday – Extended Writing. This will be independent writing where children can showcase 

their learning from the week and present their writing, SPAG and creativity skills through their 

authorial original writing pieces.  

In addition, Literacy and the teaching of English permeate the whole curriculum. There is a clear 

emphasis on the teaching of Standard English across the curriculum to ensure that children have 

opportunities to confidently read, write, and talk in a range of contexts to a national age-related 

expectation and beyond. Teachers aim to provide stimulating experiences and opportunities to 

motivate children, using a range of resources to engage individuals and groups of children and by 

providing real-life and open-ended learning opportunities. Throughout the weeks journey, children will 

be thoroughly immersed in their genres through high quality, (and where possible) original/classic 

literature. In order to build children’s authorial skills, children will have WAGOLLS as examples of high 

expectations in writing standards (these will either be originals written by staff or extracts taken from 

published texts). Children are given opportunities to write for real purposes so that they see a tangible 

outcome to their writing; this provides motivation and excitement to the writing process. Cross-

curricular teaching of genres is planned into our topic components and pieces of work are assessed 

and marked with the same rigour across the curriculum so that writing skills are reinforced in every 

context. Children are encouraged to write often and in many different contexts, so that they gain 

confidence in writing and expressing themselves. 

SPAG 

Children will be taught key skills in SPAG as part of daily warm ups which will then be embedded into 
the days learning. We develop a rigorous teaching of grammar structures by contextualising them to 
the genre being covered which ensures children develop confidence at reproducing taught structures 
at sentence level through regular practice. Staff have received training on effective teaching of 
grammar structures and children will become more confident in using meta-language when discussing 
the grammar structures used in their own sentence development. Children are taught to edit and 
adapt their writing, both stylistically and grammatically. This is encouraged collaboratively, where 
children evaluate and improve their work by talking through it together.  

READING 

Developing a love of reading begins in our Nursery where the children engage in phonics activities, 

reading stories together, choosing their own books in the book corner, recognising names and key 

words, joining in with rhymes and songs and developing their understanding of spoken as well as 

written language. 

Throughout Reception and KS1 all our pupils receive daily phonics lessons through the Floppy 
Phonics scheme at an appropriate phase for their developing abilities. This is taught in a systematic 
and interactive way (as specified in the phonics policy).  In addition to phonics, word reading is taught 
alongside comprehension through regular individual reading, shared reading across the curriculum, 
whole class reading and free choice in continuous provision.  Individual reading books are colour 
banded in accordance with the Oxford Reading Tree scheme so that home reading books can be 
selected appropriately for pupils to practise their reading skills independently. Reading becomes an 
integral part of classroom learning opportunities and children are encouraged to respond to texts on a 
personal level. 
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In KS2 children’s comprehension and enthusiasm for reading is developed further by giving pupils 
access to and experiences of a wide selection of literature, ranging all the way from comic books to 
classic literature. Children continue to have access to the Oxford Reading tree books as well as texts 
from the Project X scheme. Children are further encouraged to develop their lexical knowledge, 
comprehension skills and their love for reading by providing them with a ‘Free reader’ book from our 
school library. Reading skills and comprehension strategies continue to be taught through individual 
reading, shared reading across the curriculum, whole class stories, reading clubs and library time. 
Alongside this, pupils are encouraged to reflect and respond critically to an author’s choice of 
language, use of organisational features, purpose and aims and think about the historical and cultural 
significance of texts. Children are also encouraged to access e-books using iPads and use their 
investigative skills to research their wider curriculum topics.  

Throughout the school year we celebrate and promote reading through World Book Day, Scholastic 
Book Fairs, KS2 reading clubs and visits from theatrical groups.  We have also created little 'reading 
areas' within our school as well as our well-equipped library, which showcase a range of high quality 
books and e-books.  

PLANNING 

At Hill Avenue, the long-term plan ensures coverage in every year group is varied and appropriate 

and that coverage of all of the relevant genres is even; however, this is not exclusive and does not 

prevent the teaching of other genres deemed most appropriate by the teacher. The long-term plan will 

be evaluated regularly in consultation with all of the staff in school and changes will be made to suit 

the needs of the learners on a regular basis. As well as the long-term plan, teachers have a weekly 

overview for each term, which breaks down the coverage, thus allowing children to be immersed in a 

range of different genres across the year.  

Each week teachers plan valuable lessons, which enable all children in the class to make progress 

and achieve their best. Each weekly plan follows a journey as specified above and encompasses the 

four strands of the English Curriculum. Teachers are encouraged to plan a range of collaborative and 

independent learning opportunities to upskill children. Planning is for the adults in the room and 

should be a useful and fluid process, which can be changed and adapted to suit the needs of the 

learners on a daily basis. Learning intentions, success criteria and activities are shared with learners 

as required.  

RESOURCES 
 

There are ranges of resources to support the teaching of English across the school; all classrooms 
have dictionaries, thesauruses, tailor-made vocabulary mats and literacy-rich environments. All 
classrooms have a selection of fiction/ non-fiction texts and children have permanent access to the 
school library. As well as this, we ensure that teachers support children to help meet their potential 
along with support staff who liaise with one another in order to close gaps in learning. Resources are 
always differentiated to meet the needs of all individual pupils to ensure they are all well supported in 
all areas of the English Curriculum. This can range from providing: 

 Scaffolded word mats 

 Differentiated WAGOLLS 

 Higher Order Texts which deepen the understanding of gifted and talented pupils 

 1:1 support or group intervention from support staff 

 talking tins 

 dual-language dictionaries 

 Ipads to encourage autonomy in self-editing.  

 Visual images/ physical hooks around the classroom to instil awe and wonder for learning 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

 
At our school, we teach English to all children, whatever their ability. English forms part of the school 

curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our English 

teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by 
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setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. Assessment 

against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against 

expected levels. 

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational 

needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching 

materials, teaching style, and differentiation – so that we can take some additional or different action 

to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s 

needs. 

Intervention through appropriate, specific targets relating to English are given to children who require 

further support to consolidate their learning and close their gaps. These SMART targets are assessed 

and monitored in accordance with the SEND policy and are individualised for each pupil. These 

targets are simple, achievable and consist of each of the 4 strands of the English Curriculum. We 

enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning English. Teachers 

provide help with communication and English through: 

 using texts that children can read and understand; 

 using visual and written materials in different formats; 

 using ICT, other technological aids and taped materials; 

 using alternative communication, such as signs and symbols; 

 using translators and amanuenses. 
 

GIFTED AND TALENTED 

In English, staff will develop differentiated weekly plans to ensure pupils who are identified as gifted in 

English and achieving exceptionally high levels of achievement are catered for. For these pupils 

accelerated learning experiences are planned through investigative work, or enrichment activities 

giving these pupils open ended investigations to complete that link to the English programmes of 

studies being covered.  

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE 

In order to meet the needs of pupils with EAL, the school works in accordance with the EAL policy. All 
children in our school follow the curricular requirements of the National Curriculum. We do not 
withdraw children from lessons to receive EAL support. Class teachers use additional resources and 
teaching assistants to support learners of EAL. This involves supporting individual children or small 
groups of children and, at times, teaching the whole class. Children are given a range of visual and 
kinaesthetic scaffolds to enable them to be successful in their learning in English. The Foundation 
Stage helps children learning English as an additional language by building on pupil’s experiences of 
language at home and in the wider community, so that their developing uses of English and of other 
languages support one another. Bilingual support is given in lessons to explore and extend their 
vocabulary. Pupils’ are provided with a range of opportunities to engage in speaking and listening 
activities in English with peers and adults as well as promoting and encouraging reading and writing in 
their home language. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND RECORDING 

Staff assess children’s learning throughout every session, adapting their practice accordingly to 

consolidate or accelerate. Tasks are marked in accordance with the Assessment for Learning, 

Feedback and Marking Policy. Next steps for learning are shared with the children and they are given 

the opportunity to respond to the comments made. The short-term assessments that teachers make 

as part of every lesson help teachers to adjust their daily plans. Teachers match these short-term 

assessments closely to the teaching objectives. They use medium-term assessments to measure 

progress against the key objectives, and to help them plan for the next unit of work. Teachers use 

building blocks to monitor children’s progress across the four strands. These are monitored regularly 

by the class teacher and are ticked off to show ongoing progress. Teachers make long-term 

assessments towards the end of the school year, and they use these to assess progress against 
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school and national targets. With the help of these long-term assessments, teachers are able to set 

targets for the next school year and summarize the progress of each child before discussing it with 

the child’s parents. The next teacher also uses these long-term assessments as the basis for planning 

work for the new school year. These long-term assessments are made using end-of-year tests and 

teacher assessments. Children undertake the national tests at the end of Year 2 and Year 6. 

MONITORING AND REVIEW 

Monitoring of the standards of the children’s work and of the quality of teaching in English is the 

responsibility of the English subject leader and Senior Leadership team and Year Group Leaders as 

well as class teachers. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the 

teaching of English, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a 

strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The leader has specially allocated regular 

management time in order to enable him/her to review samples of the children’s work and undertake 

lesson observations of English teaching across the school. Staff monitor children’s progress during 

phase meetings and staff meetings to conduct moderations of the children’s work, planning and 

assessment. This enables staff to maintain a consistent and collaborative approach towards teaching 

English to the highest standards. Staff have regular CPD to keep them updated with changes in 

National policies and developing teaching strategies to enable children to excel. The subject leader 

will keep an action plan, which is updated half-termly to assess and monitor progress of the teaching 

and learning of English. This will include when and how assessment of teaching and learning is 

monitored, how English has been assessed and how we are working together to meet the needs of 

pupils of all abilities. The subject leader will also monitor and track whole school progress of English 

in reading, writing and phonics to accelerate progress and help children make rapid and sustained 

progress.  

PARENTAL/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
 
We see parents as important partners in the process of developing children’s literacy skills.  

 They have an important influence on children’s language before they come to school.  

 They provide valuable support at home in helping children to become readers and writers.  

 They offer a useful audience for children in their development as speakers and listeners, 
readers and writers as the children move through the school.  

We therefore encourage parents to play their full part in their children’s education by:  

 Involving parents in the school is reading programme from the moment their child starts 
school.  

 Updating the guidance for parents as their children move through school so that they can 
continue to offer appropriate support.  

 Give parents termly outlines of the curriculum areas in English that each year group will be 
studying. Welcoming offers of help from parents to assist in school by listening to children 
read.  

 Sending homework home in accordance with the school’s Homework Policy and encouraging 
parental support. 

 Updating the school website with English overviews.  

 Inviting parents into school to celebrate children’s learning during Achievement Assemblies.  

 Holding parent workshops to encourage them to develop their knowledge of the curriculum. 
 

IMPACT 
 

At Hill Avenue Academy, through our curriculum we are enabling children to gain a broad and 
balanced understanding of language and literacy skills. The curriculum design and planning will lead 
to outstanding progress for all pupils, regardless of their starting points, over time. Learning is 
progressive, builds on prior knowledge and understanding, and supports children in producing 
outcomes of the highest quality. Teaching and learning is adapted to cater for the needs of all pupils; 
providing support for children with special educational needs as well as enrichment and challenge for 
children that are more able. 
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REVIEW 
The English Leader, Executive Head teacher, and the governors will review this policy annually 
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